. 7 THE CITY OF PEACE
There are few towns in Asia as disappointing as Baghdad 1 the visitor who hopes still to discover some reminder of tt exotic romanticism of the Arabian Nights. Damascus sti has its great Friday Mosque from the time of the Omayyad Jerusalem its famous Dome of the Rock ouilt by the Omayya Calif Abd el Malik, Ctesiphon its grandiose ruin, the Arc of Chosroes. Baghdad, on the other hand, has simply nothin left to offer the visitor who cares at all for archaeology. N( only was this great city destroyed several times, but its ruir were pulled down and the bricks used for new buildings.
When the founder of the Abbasid dynasty Abu Jafar Abe allah el Mansur ("The Victor by the help of God") was lookin for a suitable site for his new capital he chose a little villagi Baghdad ("a Gift from God") on the west bank of the Tigr. at its junction with the Diyala. The site had every advantag for trade, communications and water-supplies (the waters ( the Diyala flowed down in abundance from the Zagrc mountains) and was in no way inferior to that of Babylon, day's journey south-west on the Euphrates, or Ctesiphon, similar distance south on the Tigris. These two ancient citiei whose power and prestige Baghdad was to inherit, supplied th Caliph with building material and work was begun with a grea army of forced labour. The canals in the area were improved developed and covered over, aqueducts and fortifications wer built with great zeal, and the city was planned so as to absorl near-by small settlements. The most important of these wa Karkh, which stretched from the centre or "Round City" t the Isa canal whose long arc linked the Tigris with th
100ut are in fact very troubled. For if god has granted our king happiness and success, if our king is at the same time prudent, very powerful, magnanimous, searching in examination, just, human, liberal, a lover of truth, grateful, concerned with rights and duties, unwearying, persevering, intelligent, ready to help, endowed with a tranquil mind, reasonable, thoughtful, gentle, sympathetic, clement, well-acquainted with men and things, a friend of
